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STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  ; Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Medical 

Officer  : 

X D.  LONGBOTTOM,  m.b.,  ChB.,  d p.h.  (Resigned  Oct.  1948) 
J.  WALKER,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H.,  L.D.S.,  D.P.D. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  Consultant  : 

* DR.  A.  CALLUxVl,  D.S.O.,M.D.,F.R.S.C.E., 

1,  Ormerod  Road,  Burnley.  (Telephone  ; Burnley  3973). 

Consulting  Obstetrician  : 

U.  E.  B.  RICKARDS,  m.d,,  m.c.o.o. 

14,  St.  John  Street,  Manchester.  3 
(Telephones  : Blackfriars  4411  and  Rusholme  5220  Private) 

Borough  Analyst  : » T.  R.  HODGSON,  m.a.(cantab),  f.i.c.,  f.c.s. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cieansing  Superintendent  : 

W.  A.  HEALEY,  M.Inst.P.C.C.R.S.I. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 

R.  HAWORTH,  c.k.s.i. 

(Commenced  duties  24th  February,  1947) 

Health  Visitor  ; 

MISS  E.  STEELE,  s.r.n  , s.c.m..  Cert.  Health  Visitor. 

Clerks  : F.  T.  Howorth  (transferred  June,  194S) 

Miss  D.  Garvey. 

* Part  Time 
X Temporary 
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■ Town  Hall, 


Racup. 

July,  1949. 


To  THE  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Burgesses 
OF  THE  Borough  of  Bacup. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  Services 
of  the  Borough  of  Bacup,  for  the  year  ending  the  31st  December, 
1948. 


I became  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough  on 
1st  October,  1948,  on  the  resignation  of  Dr.  D.  Longhottom  who 
had  held  the  appointment  in  a temporary  capacity. 

On  5th  July,  1948,  the  National  Health' Service  Act,  1946, 
came  into  operation  and  the  personal  health  services  previously 
provided  by  the  Town  Council  went  over  to  the  County  Council. 

The  Town  Council  continues  to  have  the  administration  of 
the  environmental  health  services  including  housing,  sanitation,  ins- 
pection, and  supervision  of  food  and  the  public  cleansing  service. 

These  services  are  of  vital  importance  to  the  health  of  a 
community  and  if  they  could  be  perfected  much  expense  on  the 
personal  health  services  would  be  unnecessary. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  the  most  prevalent 
infectious  diseases  during  the  year  but  caused  no  deaths.  It  is 
pleasing  to  report  that  there  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria, 

The  Birth  Rate  has  fallen  from  22.5  in  1947  to  17.5  per  1,000 
population  in  1948  but  it  was  not  anticipated  that  the  high  post- 
war rate  would  be  maintained.  The  Death  Rate  shows  a fall  from 
14.4  in  1947  to  13.0  per  1000  population  in  1948. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  best  thanks  to 
Members  of  the  Committee  for  their  support  and  to  the  Staff  of 
the  Department  for  their  help  and  co-operation. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 
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J.  WALKER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  (Acres)  ...  — • 

6,121 

Population  (Census  1931) 

...  20,590 

Estimated  Population  (1948) 

...  18,320 

No.  of  inhabited  Houses  (1931) 

5,964 

„ (1948) 

6,274 

Rateable  Value 

...  £91,037 

Sum  represented  by  a Id.  Rate 

£350 

Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1948. 


Total 

Male 

Female 

1 

[ Legitimate 

304 

175 

129 

Live  Births 

Illegitimate 

18 

9 

9 

Total 

322 

184 

!38 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one 

year  20 

10 

10 

Stillbirths... 

• • • 

...  11 

8 

3 

Deaths 

. • • 

239 

125 

114 

Death  Rate 

. . • 

...  130 

per  1,000  of  population 

Birth  Rate 

. • • 

...17-5 

per  1,000 

of  population 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

62  00  per  1,000  Live  Births 

Maternal  Deaths  ...  6-6 

per  1 ,000  Live  Births  & Still-Births 

Respiratory  diseases. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  the  above  were  : Bronchitis  11  ; 
Pneumonia  10  ; other  respiratory  deaths  4;  a total  of  25,  giving  a 
Death  Rate  of  1.36  per  1,000  of  the  population  against  a death 
rate  of  1.77  for  1947. 


Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis. 

There  were  no  deaths  under  two  years  of  age.  The  death 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1948  was  3.3  per  1,000  Live-Births. 


Cancer  and  Malignant  disease. 

The  deaths  from  the  above  were  Males  : 7 ; Females  : 16  ; 
total  : 23.  This  gives  a death  rate  of  1.31  for  1948  as  against  1.48 
for  1947. 
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Hospital  Arrangements. 


During  the  period  January  1st  to  July  5th,  1948,  Recommend- 
Vouchers  have  been  supplied  to  patients  as  follows  : — 


Rochdale  Infirmary 

Inpatients. 

140 

Out-patients 

136 

Total 

276 

Bury  Infirmary 

91  , 

91 

182 

Manchester  Royal  Infirmary  ... 

31 

68 

99 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Manchester 

42 

19 

61 

Victoria  Hospital,  Burnley  ... 

18 

12 

30 

Christie  Hospital  and  Holt 
Radium  Institute 

16 

. 12 

28 

Manchester  Royal  Eye  Hospital 

10 

5 

15 

Manchester  & Salford  Skin 
Hospital 

1 

11 

12 

Ancoats  Hospital,  Manchester 

1 

6 

7 

Aitken  Cottage  Hospital 

6 

1 

7 

Dental  Hospital,  Manchester  ... 

— 

4 

4 

E.M.S.  Hospital.  Baguley 

3 

— 

3 

Royal  Lancaster  Infirmary  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Manchester  Ear  Hospital 

1 

1 

2 

Devonshire  Royal  Hospital 

2 

— 

2 

Other  Hospitals 
Greenfield  Massage  Centre 

3 

Massage  44l 

5 

XRay 

115/ 

159 

368 

546 

914 

The  above  Recommend-Vouchers  have  been  issued  through 
the  Bacup  Borough  Hospital  Fund. 


1 

C^iuses  of  Death  | 

i 

Males 

F'mTs 

^ 

All  Causes 

125 

114 

1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 



2 

Cerebro  spinal  fever 

— 

— 

3 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

— 

— 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

5 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

6 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system... 

2 

4 

7 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis... 

1 

— 

8 

Syphilitic  diseases 

— 

1 

9 

Influenza 

2 

— 

10 

Measles... 

— 

— 

11 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioen- 

cephalitis 

— 

— 

12 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

13 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesoph- 

agus  (M.),  Uterus  (F) 

— 

3 

14 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum... 

2 

4 

15 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

1 

16 

Cancer  of  ail  other  sites  y ... 

5 

8 

17 

Diabetes 

1 

2 

18 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions 

13 

13 

19 

Heart  Disease... 

44 

39 

20 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

4 

7 

21 

Bronchitis 

10 

1 

22 

Pneumonia 

7 

3 

23 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

4 

— 

24 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

2 

— 

25 

Diarrhoea  under  two  years  ... 

— 

26 

Appendicitis  ... 

1 

27 

Other  digestive  disorders 

5 

2 

28 

Nephritis 

1 

3 

29 

Peurperal  and  Post-abortive  Sepsis 

I 

1 

30 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

1 

31 

Premature  Birth 

2 

3 

32 

Congenital  Malformations,  birth 

injury,  Infantile  Diseases 

3 

5 

33 

Suicide 

6 

1 

34 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

1 2 

— 

35 

Other  violent  Causes... 

2 

4 

36 

All  other  causes 

! 8 

7 

1 

Details  of  Water  Supplies,  Drainage  and  Sewerage  for  the  Year 
Ended  31st  December,  1948. 


WATERWORKS 

New  connections  to  Town’s  Water. 

Industrial  : — E-L.  H.L. 

Fire  Purposes  ...  ...  2 

Garage  ...  1 

„ & 1 W.C....  1 

ITapandlW.C.  ...  1 

1 W.C.,  1 Washbasin; 
and  Heating  Apparatus  1 


5 1 

Farm  : — Farm  Purposes  ...  2 

14  Cows,  1 Horse  1 


7 2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


13  2 

New  Connections  to  existing  service  pipe. 


W.C’s 

...  14 

2 

Baths 

...  7 

1 

Sinks 

O 

26 

h’s’s 

Wash  Basins... 

...  10 

1 

Hot  Water  ... 

...  5 

— 

Taps 

...  2 

2 

40 

34 

New  Districts  connected  to 

Town's  Water 

. 

Hartley  Street  and  Bold  Street 

110  yds,  of  3’ 

' dia,  MainsL.L. 

Huttock  End  No.  2 Site 

85  yds.  of  6' 

dia. 

, Mains 

L.L. 

450  yds.  of  3'‘ 

' dia 

. Mains 

L.L, 

Irwell  Springs 

210  yds.  of  3* 

dia. 

Mains 

H.L. 

Slackgate  Farm 

50  yds.  of  3" 

dia. 

Mains 

H.L. 

Flowers  Hill  Farm 

250  yds.  of  1' 

dia. 

Mains. 

H.L. 

Domestic  : — 

5 W.C's. 

Domestic,  1 Bath,  1 W.C. 
Connection  for  Housing 
Roadworks 

1 Tap 

Domestic 

Greenhouse 
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Total  Number  of  Connections  and  Consumers  of  Town’s 
Water. 

Domestic  Connections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,998 

Consumers  (at  2.9  persons  per  connection)  ...  ...  17,394 


Water  Analysis. 


During  the  year  25  samples  of  Town’s  Water  were  sent  to 
the  Borough  Analyst,  the  following  were  the  reports. 


Excellent 

Very  Slightly  Acid 

Slightly  Acid 

Cowpe  L.L. 

6 

0 

2 

Cragg  H.L. 

8 

0 

1 

Sheephouse  L.L. 

6 

1 

0 

Acid 

1 

0 

0 


20 


3 1 


Bacteriological  examinations  were  made  on  9 samples  (3  from 
each  Reservoir)  all  nine  samples  were  reported  to  have  ‘‘  Coliform 
organisms  absent  in  100  c.c, 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 


Huttock  End  No.  2 Estate 


483 

yds. 

1. 

6ins. 

dia 

. G.E.  Sewer 

171 

1 i 

1. 

4ins. 

G.E.  Sewer 

315 

t ' 

1. 

9ins. 

G.E.  S.W.D. 

448 

t ) 

1. 

oins. 

j » 

G.E.  S.W.D. 

117 

j » 

1. 

4ins. 

i 1 

G.E,  S.W.D. 

60 

ft 

1. 

Gins. 

f > 

Rubble  filled 

S.W.D. 


Housing. 


1.  Housing  Estates  in  course  of  erection,  31st  March,  1949 

(a)  Huttock  End  No.  1 Estate  ...  82  Houses 

(b)  Thorn  Estate  ...  ...  44  Houses 

2.  Housing  Development  proposed  in  the  near  future. 

(a)  Huttock  End  No.  1 Estate  ...  6 Houses 

(b)  Huttock  End  No.  2 Estate  ...  40  Houses 

(c)  Lodge  Meadows  Estate  120  Houses 

C.  E.  ANDREASEN, 

A.M.LC.E.,  A.lM.I.Mun.E. 

Borough  and  Water  Engineer 


10 


HOUSING  STATISTICS,  1946. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  Year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  Number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  203 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  481 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  sub- 
head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  203 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
Formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  194 
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Infectious  Diseases. 


Diphtheria.  During  the  year  there  were  no  cases,  and  no 
deaths.  The  number  of  cases  in  1947  was  5. 

Erysipelas.  1 case  treated  in  hospital.  No  cases  in  1947. 

Scarlet  Fever.  4 cases.  No  deaths.  2 cases  treated  in  hospital. 
5 cases  in  1947. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  1 case  treated  in  hospital.  1 case  in  1947. 
Whooping  Cough.  127  cases.  10  cases  in  1947. 

Measles.  146  cases.  2 cases  treated  in  hospital.  No  deaths. 

■ 123  cases  in  1947. 

Pneumonia.  16  cases  compared  with  14  in  1947. 

Smallpox.  There  were  no  cases  notified  during  the  year. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  No  case  during  the  year.  1 case 
treated  in  hospital  in  1947. 

Gastro-Enteritis.  No  cases.  2 cases  treated  in  hospital  in  1947 

General. 

4 Diphtheria  swabs  were  examined.  Arrangements  have 
been  made  for  examinations  if  required  of  swabs  for  Puerperal 
Pyrexia. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


There  were  1 1 new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and 
7 deaths;  new  Non-Pulmonary  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  8 
and  4 deaths. 


i 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

Year 

0-1 

1 

1 

1-5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

5-10 

— _ 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

10-15 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 — 

15-20 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 



20-25 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— — 

25-35 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 



35-45 

1 

1 

— 



— 

— 



45-55 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 — 

55-65 

1 

65  & upwards 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 

Totals  : 

7 

4 

5 

3 

3 

4 

3 1 

11 

8 

7 

4 

1947  Totals 

...  9 9 

2 9 

8 2 

— 1 

18 

11 

10 

1 

1946  Totals 

12  9 

2 6 

5 4 

— 2 

21 

8 

9 

2 

1945  Totals 

...  9 2 

3 6 

4 4 

— 2 

11 

9 

8 

2 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


139  women  made  327  attendances  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic 
during  1948.  These  figures  are  very  satisfactory  ; showing  how 
the  services  rendered  are  appreciated. 

Dr.  Rickards  is  available  through  any  of  the  local  practition- 
ers for  cases  of  abnormal  confinement. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  the  year  was  62.00  deaths 
per  1,000  Live  Births,  against  49.00  for  1947.  The  births  were  322 
against  407for  1947.  There  were  11  Still-Births  for  1948,  against 
13  for  1947. 

There  were  20  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  compared 
with  20  for  1947. 

The  Milk  (Mother  and  Children)  Order,  1939,  has  been  carried 
out  according  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  Scale. 

Measles,  Whooping  Cough, Epidemic  Diarrhoea, and  Pemphigus 
Neonatorum  are  visited  by  the  Health  Visitor. 

84  Mothers  were  confined  at  Moorlands  Maternity  Home 
against  115  for  1947.  Mothers  confined  in  other  hospitals  or 
nursing  homes  outside  the  district  ; 26  St.  Mary’s  Hospital  : 

4 Brierfield  ; 6 Bury  ; 1 Rochdale  ; 1 Todmorden. 

Dr.  A.  Callum,  of  Burnley  is  the  Consultant  for  Puerperal 
Pyrexia  cases,  and  is  available  through  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

Maternal  Deaths  are  investigated  by  Dr.  Hall,  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitor  during  the  year  1948  : — 


To  Expectant  Mothers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 

To  infants  under  1 year  (first  visits)  ...  ...  ...  276 

To  infants  under  1 year  (total  visits)  ...  ...  ...  461 

To  children  1-5  years  (total  visits)  ...  ...  ...  946 

Visits  re  still-births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  cases  visited  ...  ...  ...  — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  cases  visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Maternal  Deaths  investigated  ...  ...  ..  ...  2 


The  Maternity  Centre  was  open  49  times  when  Mothers  and 
Guardians  made  2,782  attendances  and  children  2,887. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  number  of  Children  in  the  Borough  who  were  im- 
munised at  the  31st  December,  1948  was  : — 

Under  5 years  878 

5 - 15  years 2327 

Total  under  15  years 3205 

Orthopaedic  Clinic  Held  at  Rawtenstall. 

Bacup  School-children  attending  the  Rawtenstall  Orthopaedic 
Clinic  during  1948. 


Sex 

Age 

Yrs. 

Diagnosis. 

ATTENDANCE 
Surgeon’s  Ordinary 
Clinic  Clinic 

School 

F 

11 

Spina  bifida  11  and  12D 

3 

6 

B.R.G.S. 

F 

13 

Flat  Feec 

2 

7 

Blackthorn 

F 

13 

Flat  Feet 

2 

7 

B.R.G.S. 

F 

17 

Ac.  A.P.M.  Lower  Ex.  Lt. 

1 

— 

M 

10 

Flat  Feet 

1 

— 

Thorn 

M 

16 

Inf.  Hemiplegia  Rt 

1 

— 

M 

9 

Claw  Foot  S.B.  S 2 

4 

6 

Tunstead  C.E. 

P 

10 

Contractures  both  axillae  ... 

1 

— 

Blackthorn 

F 

11 

Multiple  Cong.  Def. 

2 

• — 

Thorn 

F 

6 

Inf.  Hemiplegia  Lt. 

C.D.H.  Rt 

4 

1 

Thorn 

M 

13 

Cong.  amp.  Rt.  Arm  from 

elbow 

1 

B.  R.  G.  S. 

F 

U 

Flat  Feet 

1 

Lea  Bank 

M 

10 

Overlying  Toes 

1 

2 

St.  Saviour’s 

F 

9 

S.B.  IS  

2 

— 

Western 

M 

14 

Claw  Feet 

1 

2 

St.  Mary’s R.C. 

M 

5 

?A.P.M.  Short  Left  Leg 

1 

— 

Thorn 

F 

5 

Very  mild  knock  knee 

1 

— 

Thorn 

M 

6 

Old  Supra  Condylar  Fr.  Rt. 

1 

• — 

St.  Joseph’s 

M 

11 

Right  Talipes 

2 

— 

St.  IMary’s  R.C. 

M 

7 

Birth  Palsy  Rt. 

1 

1 

Thorn 

M 

7 

A.P.M.  Both  Legs 

1 

1 

Sharneyford 

F 

5 

Inf.  Spastic  Paraplegia 

1 

1 

Thorn 

F 

16 

Ac.  A P.M.  Lt.  Leg  and  Foot 

1 

— 

M 

6 

Little’s  Disease  Lt  Hem’p’a 

1 

— 

St.  Joseph’s 

F 

11 

Prominent  Malleoli 

1 

— 

St.  Saviour’s 

M 

5 

Flat  Feet 

1 

— 

St.  Saviour’s 

F 

7 

Cong.  Hyp’tr’y  It.  Ir.  limb 

1 

— 

Northern 

F 

14 

?I.D.K 

1 

2 

Lea  Bank 

F 

5 

Overlapping  Toes  ... 

1 

— 

St.  Saviour’s 

F 

12 

Overlapping  Big  Toe 

1 

— 

Blackthorn 

There 

were  no  Bacup  Schoolchildren  treated  as  in 

-patients  in 

the  Biddulph  Grange  Orthopaedic  Hospital  during  the  year. 
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List  of  Bacup  Children  under  school  age  who  attended  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  Rawtenstall, 
during  the  year  1948. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Return. 


Attendance 

Sex 

Age 

Diagnosis 

Surgeon’s 

Ordinary 

Clinic 

Clinic 

M. 

2 

C.T.E.  Varus 

2 

1 

F. 

3 

Spastic  Hemiplegia 

6 

— 

M. 

3 

Right  Club  Foot 

2 

— 

F. 

2 

Cong.  Club  Foot  L 

5 

— 

M. 

2 

Curly  Toes 

1 

M. 

4 

1 O.C.T,  2 Knock  Knee 

2 

— 

F. 

1 

Mild  O.C.T. 

2 

— 

M. 

4 

?Weak  Ankles 

1 

— 

M. 

2 

No  abnormality  found 

1 

— i 

F. 

3 

Cong.  Dislocation  R.Hip 

2 

— 

M. 

3 

Valgus  Feet 

1 

— 

M. 

u 

Cong.  Elev’t’n  little  toes 

1 

— 

M. 

4 

Knock  Knees 

1 

— 

27 

1 

Two  girls  received  treatment  in  Biddulph  Grange  Ortho- 
paedic Hospital.  One  was  admitted  on  the  29th  October.  1948 
and  was  discharged  on  25th  March,  1949  and  the  other  admitted 
on  the  9th  August,  1946  and  discharged  on  lOth  Sej)tember,  1948 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified,  and  number 
of  cases  removed  to  Hospital  during  the  year  1948. 


Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

Total 

Years 

removed 

Disease 

Cases 

-1 

1-2 

2-3 

3-1 

4-5 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

35- 

45- 

65- 

to 

10 

15 

20 

35 

45 

65 

-f- 

Hospital 

jmallpox 
)carlet  Fever 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

diphtheria  ... 
dnteric  Fever 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

’aratyphoid  Fever  ... 
leasles 

146 

11 

20 

16 

21 

36 

41 

2 

2 

Vhooping  Cough  ... 

127 

6 

17 

17 

17 

29 

37 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

^cute  Pneumonia 

16 

6 

1 

_ 

- 

1 

3 

- 

2 

3 

1 

_ 

- 

- 

’uerperal  Pyrexia... 
.erebro-spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

mute  Poliomyelitis 
Lcute  Polio 

Encephalitis  ... 

- 

Lcuto  Polio  encephal- 
letharglca 
dysentry 
dphthalmia 

- 

- 

Neonatorum  ... 

Erysipelas  ... 
talaria  : — 

1 

1 

1 

England  & Wales 

- 

Abroad  ... 
ood  Poisoning 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

295 

22 

39 

34 

38 

65 

82 

3 

3 

5 

2 

1 

1 

6 

Diagnosis  not  confirmed,  1 Erysipelas 
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REPORT  OF  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  AND 
CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office, 

Rochdale  Road, 

BACUP, 

June,  1949. 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Burgesses 

OF  THE  Borough  of  Bacup. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  ninth  Annual  Report  on  the  work  done 
by  the  Health  and  Cleansing  Department  during  the  year  1948. 

Your  Officers  continued  in  their  efforts  directed  to  effecting 
improvements  in  the  sanitary  accommodation  for  workers  at  local 
factories  (Factories  Act  1937,  Table  2).  I am  pleased  to  be  able 
to  report  also  considerable  progress  during  the  year  in  the 
Department’s  programme  aimed  at  effecting  improvements  in  the 
standard  of  the  buildings  used  for  cowsheds  and  dairies  in  the 
Borough.  Reconstruction  and  repair  of  cowshed  floors  and  walls 
and  measures  towards  the  production  of  milk  under  hygienic 
conditions  have  proceeded  and  a higher  all-round  standard  of 
buildings  and  methods  of  production  has  been  achieved. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Total  Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...3195 

Complaints  Investigated...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  234 

Visits  to  Cases  of  Mectious  Disease  ...  3 

Bakehouses  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Farms  Inspected  ( Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ) ...  ...  ...  268 

Factory  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Drainage  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Drains  tested  with  Colour  Test...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Dwellinghouses  Inspected — ^Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  201 

Dwellinghouses  Inspected — Housing  Acts  ...  ...  49 

Inspections  re  Public  Sanitary  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  77 

Public  Cleansing  Service  (Visits  to  Tips,  Salvage,  etc.)  ...  226 
Books  disinfected...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Rooms  and  Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Meat  and  Food  Inspections  (Pigs  examined  198)  — ...231 

Offensive  Trades  Premises  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Outworkers  premises  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Inspections  re  Application  for  Council  Houses  ...  ...  222 

Cleanliness  Inspections  for  Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  90 

Revisits  to  Property  under  Notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  481 

Inspections  and  Interviews  re  Pail  Closet  Conversion  ...  55 
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Petroleum  Acts  & Carbide  of  Calcium  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Inspection  of  Food  Preparing  Premises  ...  ...  ...  30 

Inspection  of  Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Inspections  re  Smoke  nuisance  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Game  Dealers  Licences  ..  ...  ...  ...  ..  ..  4 

Old  Metal  Dealers  Licences  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  7 

Milk  Samples  submitted  for  Chemical  Examination  ...  ...  24 

Other  Food  submitted  for  Chemical  Examination  ...  ...  25 

-Uilk  Samples  submitted  for  Bacteriological  Examination  ...  25 

Water  Samples  submitted  for  Chemical  Examination  ...  2 

Horses  Slaughtered  for  human  consumption  ...  ...  ...  44 

Slaughterhouse  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Inspection  of  Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Inspections  of  Caravan  Sites  ' ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

■Vliscella neons  Visits— (Interviews.  Surveys,  etc.)  ...  685 

Rodent  Control — 


During  June  and  July  a maintenance  treatment  of  the 
Council’s  sewers  against  Rats  Infestation  was  carried  out  on  the 
scientific  Lines  laid  down  by  the  Infestation  Branch  of  the 
iNiinistry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

704  Manholes  were  prebaited  of  which  115  .showed  a “ take.’’ 
342  Manholes  were  poison  baited. 


During  December  the  second  maintenance  treatment  of  the 
Council  Sewers  against  rats  infestation  was  carried  out. 

372  Manholes  were  prebaited  of  which  73  showed  a “ take.” 
This  number  was  poison  baited. 

Premises  surveyed  and  treated — 

Bakehouses 
Shops 


Tips 
Mills 
River 
Houses 


1 

2 

5 

7 

10 

76 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
Bacup  Corporation  Act,  1906. 


Interior  of  Houses. 

Plaster  Ceilings  Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Plaster  Walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

New  Window  sash  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Chimney  flue  repaired  ...  ...  ...  4 

Scullery  Walls  replastered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

New  Earthenware  Sink  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dwelling  Houses  disinfested  with  D.D.T.  ...  ...  10 

Dirty  House  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  and  Dangerous  Stair  Treads  repaired  ...  1 

Internal  Communication  Doors  re-hung  ...  ...  ...  3 

Fire  Grate  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dampness  to  Walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

New  Ceilings  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

House  door  and  door  frame  renewed  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  Oven  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Exterior  of  Houses. 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Rain  Water  Pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Sink  Waste  drains  cleared  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  9 

Walls  repointed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

New  Eavesgutters  fi.xed  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Choked  downspout  cleared..  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  6 

Gable  Walls  re  pointed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Chimney  pots  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Chimney  Stacks  repointed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

New  Skylight  Roof  refixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Sink  waste  discharge  taken  from  river  to  discharge  over  gulleyl 
Leakage  of  water  into  cellar  abated  ...  ...  ...  1 

Carbon  Monoxide  poisoning  investigated  on  complaint 

and  traced  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gable  walls  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Wall  pointing  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Wall  cement  washed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

House  boundary  wall  rebuilt  1 

Burst  water  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  12 

Houses  provided  with  separate  water  supply  ...  ...  23 
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Yards  and  Outbuildings. 

Yard  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^ 

New  Coal  Store  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Drainage. 

Choked  drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Inspection  Chamber  provided  on  drain  ...  ...  ...  1 

Choked  private  sewer  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  Closets. 

W.C.  drain  and  soil  pipe  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

• New  W.C.  Outbuilding  constructed  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  W.C.  pedestals  provided  and  fixed  5 

W.C.  flushing  cisterns  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

W.C.  water  service  pipes  repaired...  ...  ...  ...  12 

W.C.  compartment  doors  rehung  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

W.C.  compartments  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  3 

W.C.  seats  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Vlore  suitable  access  to  W.C.  provided  ...  ...  ...  1 

Waste  water  closets. 


Waste  water  closets  converted  to  Fresh  Water  Closets...  7 

Pail  Closets 

Pails  Closets  converted  to  Fresh  Water  Closets  ...  ...  15 


Bakehouses 

Bakehouse  walls  and  ceiling  limewashed...  ...  ...  1 

Farms 

New  Dairy  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dairy  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Cowshed  walls  limewashed  and  generally  cleansed  ...  52 

Milking  stools  cleansed  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  8 

Cows  cleansed  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cowshed  Walls  cement  rendered  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Cowshed  floor  repaired  or  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  18 

Boskins  scrubbed  down  ...  ...  ...  22 

Cow  standings  repaired  or  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  3 

Milk  Cooler  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Milk  Cooler  provided  or  put  into  use  ...  ...  ...  4 

New  Windows  provided  to  Cowshed  ...  ...  ...  6 

New  Boskins  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Milk  Floats  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 


Two  defendants  were  summoned  to  appear  before  the  local 
magistrates  Court  for  infringements  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order 
1926,  and  were  each  fined  £10. 
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Factories. 


Artificial  lighting  provided  to  W.C’s.  ...  3 

Intervening  ventilated  spaces  provided  between  Conveniences 
and  Workroom  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Sex  indication  notices  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

New  W.C.  compartment  doors  fixed  ...  ...  ...  3 

Fasteners  provided  to  W.C.  doors  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

W.C.’s  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

W.C.  cleansed  and  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Ventilation  provided  to  W.C.  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

New  W.C.  seats  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  *7 

Urinal  Screening  fixed  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  W.C.  Compartments  constructed  ...  ...  ...  4 

W.C.  door  drames  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

W.C.  doors  renewed...  . . ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

W.C.  compartments  windows  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Urinals  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Urinals  abolished  and  new  one  constructed  ...  ...  1 

Screening  fixed  to  W.C.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

W.C.  compartment  roof  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

New  coal  store  constructed  outside  preparing  room  ...  ^ 

Walls  and  ceilings  replastered  and  redecorated  ...  ...  1 

All  woodwork  of ‘cupboards  and  other  fittings  painted  ...  1 

New  preparing  table  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Electric  light  provided  to  preparing  room  ...  ...  1 

New  sink  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gas  geyser  fitted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Shop  floor  concreted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Food  condemned  and  surrendered 

Entire  carcass  and  organs  of  3 pigs  Generalised  tuberculosis 
Pigs  Heads  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Pigs  plucks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

lyocalised  tuberculosis 

Entire  carcass  of  one  horse  ...  Moribund 
Liver  and  lungs  of  one  horse  Cysts 
20l^lbs.  Butter  121bs.  Walnuts 

5 stone  Whiting  51bs.  Bacon 
lOlbs.  Codfish  58^1bs.  Cheese 

301bs.  Prunes  152  tins  or  jars  of  Miscellaneous  foods 
1 libs.  Dates 
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Miscellaneous. 


Tip  fire  extinguished  (Ross  Mill)  ... 

Smoke  nuisance  from  works  chimney  abated 
Offensive  accumulaticn  of  bones  removed 
Meat  Stall  (Market)  covered  top,  back  and  sides 

(P.H,  Meat 

Bales  of  wipers  fumigated  for  export  

Preliminary  notices  issued  ... 

Statutory  notices  served 
Statutory  notices  complied  with  ... 

Dilapidated  Dustbins  renewed  ...  


1 

1 

...  1 

Regs.)  1 
...  77 

...  228 
...  65 

...  64 

...  520 


Factories  Act,  1937. 


Part  I and  VIII  of  the  Act. 


1.  Inspection  of  Factories  and  Other  Premises. 


Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories 

25 

4 



(with  Mechanical  Power) 
Factories  without 
Mechanical  power 

20 

2 

Other  Premises 

(Other  than  Outworkers’ 
Premises)  ... 

— 

— 

Total 

45 

6 

— 

2.  Defects  Found  in  Factories  and  Other  Premises. 


Particulars 

♦ Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 
Offences  in 

Nuisances  under  the 

Referred  to 

which 

Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Found 

Remedied 

H.M.  Inspt. 

Prosecutions 

were  taken 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (s.!)... 

2 

I 





Overcrowding  (s.2) 

— 

— 



— 

Unreasonable  Temperature 

— 

— 

■ 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (s.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  drainage  of 

floors  (s.6)  

— 

— 

• 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (s.7) 

■ 

— 

a.  Insufficient 

16 



— 

b.  Unsuitable  or  def. 



38 



— 

c.  Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  Act 

9 

H 

— 

— 

TOTAl.S 

12 

65  * 

— 

— 

♦Thefifi  defects  include  defects  found  in  1947  and  remedied  this  year. 
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3.  Outwork  (Sections  1 1 0 and  111) 


Nature 

of 

Work  - 

A 

Section  110 

Section  111 

No.  of 
Outworkers 
in  August 
listrequired 
by  Sect.  1 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
list  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Wearing 

Apparel 

'making 

etc) 

106 

— 

— 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

Number  of  Producer- Wholesalers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ‘20 

Number  of  Producer-Retailers  ...  ...  ..  ...  38 

Number  of  Producers  who  are  wholesale  and  retail  purveyors20 
Number  of  Retailers  (bottled  sterilized  milk)  ...  ...  32 

Supplementary  Licences  to  sell  pasteurised  milk...  ...  2 

Supplementary  Licences  to  sell  tubercular  tested  milk  ...  2 

Tubercular  Tested  Milk  Producers  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. 

20  Samples  of  Undesignated  Milk  from  local  bulk  supplies 
were  submitted  for  examination,  according  to  the  tests  prescribed 
for  “Accredited  Milk.”  All  samples  passed  the  Methylene  Blue 
Test  but  7 failed  to  pass  the  B.  Coli  Test. 

4 Samples  of  “Pasteurised”  Schools  Milks  were  examined 
2 failed  to  pass  the  B.  Coli  test. 

1 sample  of  “Tuberculin”  tested  milk  was  eX'amined  with 
satisfactory  results. 

25  samples  were  tested  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli 
and  all  were  reported  upon  as  satisfactory. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

24  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
for  examination  of  which  aU  were  genuine. 

The  average  composition  of  Milk  produced  in  the  Borough 
is  given  below  together  with  the  standard  laid  down  by  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  : 

Total  Solids.  Milk  Fat.  Solids  not  fat. 
Board  of  Agriculture  Standard  11.5%  3.0%  8.5% 

Average  of  24  samples  ...  12.48%  3.65%  8.83% 


The  following  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the 
Borough  Public  Analyst  : — 


i 

No.  of 
samples 

Not 

Article 

taken 

Genuine 

Genuine 

Remarks 

Milk  

24 

24 





Camphorated  Oil 
Parrish’s 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Chemical  Food 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Zinc  and 

Both  Samples  contained 

Castor  Oil  Cr’m 

2 

2 

— 

excess  of  zinc  oxide. 
Vendor  warned. 

Strained  Peas 
Golden 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Raising  Powder 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Baking  Powder 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Custard  Powder 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Beef  Sausage  ... 

4 

1 

2 Samples  Deficient  in 
Meat.  Vendors  each 

fined  £2  plus  £2-12-6 
costs.  1 sample  Defici- 
ent in  meat.  Case  dis- 

Vanilla 

missed.  Costs  £5-5-0. 

Flav’ring  Ess’ce 

1 

1 

— 

— 

French  Mustard 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Sage  

1 

1 

— 

— 

Potted  Meat 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Gravy  Browning 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Mint  Sauce 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Coffee  

Chocolate 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Spread  Powder 
Sponge  Pudding 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Mixture  

Beef  and 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Tomato  Paste 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Mint 

Anchovy  Fish 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Paste  

1 

1 

— 

— 

Vinegar  

1 

1 

— 

— 
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Lancashire  County  Council  (Rivers  Board  & General  Powers) 
Act.  1938,  Sections  115  and  116 


6 premises  are  registered  with  the  Council  for  the  Manu- 
facture and  Sale  of  Ice-cream.  5 Manufacturers  produce  a boiled 
mix  ice-cream  and  1 pianufacturer  produces  a boiled  and  a cold 
mix  ice-cream.  14  premises  are  registered  for  the  Storage  and 
Sale  only  of  ice-cream. 

Petroleum  Acts  and  (Carbide  of  Calcium)  Order 

50  persons  are  authorised  and  licensed  by  the  Council  to  keep 
Petroleum  spirit  and  mixtures  in  registered  stores.  4 persons  are 
licensed  to  keep  Carbide  of  Calcium  in  registered  stores. 

Hackney  Carriage  and  Driving  Licences 

14  Hackney  carriage  and  19  driving  licences  have  been  auth- 
orised and  issued  during  the  year. 

Game  Dealers  Licences 

One  licence  to  deal  in  Game  has  been  authorised  and  issued. 

One  licence  to  deal  in- Game  has  been  renewed  and  issued. 

Old  Metal  Dealers  Licences 

Seven  licences  have  been  renewed  and  issued. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICE. 


# 


The  Health  Committee  are  responsible  for  the  Cleansing  and 
Disposal  of  Contents  of  Ashpits,  Privy  middens,  Dustbins,  Cess- 
pools and  Pail-Closets  and  for  the  cleansing  and  maintenance  of 
Public  Sanitary  Conveniences. 


Storage.  The  following  are  the  types  of  receptacles  in  use  at  the 


31st  March.  1948  : 

Fixed  Ashpits  ...  ...  ...  4 

Privy  middens  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pail  Closets  ...  ...  ...  129 

Dustbins  ...  ...  ...  6631 

Wa.ste  water  closets  ...  ...  391 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  Service. 


As  a consequence  to  the  inception  of  the  44-hour  working 
week  in  the  Department  and  a desire  of  your  Committee  to 
institute  a weekly  collection  of  house  and  trade  refuse  from  all 
premises  a reorganisation  of  the  collection  routes  was  carried 
out  during  the  year.  The  Borough  was  divided  into  three 
collection  areas  and  street  collections  of  house  and  shop  refuse 
recorded  daily  by  the  drivers  thus  ensuring  a progressive  record  of 
the  work  performed.  During  the  year  a working-foreman  was 
appointed  and  an  additional  refuse  waggon  and  gang  was  added 
to  the  Department.  Under  the  new  system  mechanical  breakdowns 
and  stoppages  of  work  through  inclement  weather  have  presented 
no  insurmountable  problems  and  the  reorganisation  has  been  well 
worth  while  and  appreciated  by  all  concerned,  particularly  the 
public. 


The  collection  of  domestic  and  trade  refuse  is  now  carried  out 
by  three  S.  & D.  7 cu.  yd.  Refuse  Collection  vehicles  and  all 
refuse  is  disposed  of  by  Controlled  Tipping  on  the  tips  at  Change 
and  Blackwood.  The  collection  and  sale  of  kitchen  waste  to 

local  pigkeepers  is  still  maintained.  520  dustbins  have  been 
sold  and  delivered  by  the  Department  during  the  year. 
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SALVAGE  OF  WASTE  MATERIALS. 

(1st  April  1948  to  31st  March,  1949) 


Waste  Paper 

Tons 

...120 

Black  Scrap 

...  3 

Textiles  (Rags,  etc.) 

...  1 

Bottles  and  Jars 

...  5 

Mixed  Metals 

... 

Kitchen  Waste  ... 

...  33 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs.  £ 

s. 

d. 

15 

3 

— 919 

11 

9 

2 

2 

— 8 

8 

0 

9 

1 

— 14 

14 

8 

18 

— 

— 26 

5 

6 

8 

1 

— 15 

16 

4 

— 

— 

— 92 

18 

2 

£1077 

14 

5 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

W.  A.  HEALEY. 
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